January 2019

Dear Member,
Happy New Year! I am pleased to report that Poole Museum
Foundation has kicked off 2019 with 66 Founder Members, and we look
forward to adding new members to the Foundation throughout the
year. As a ‘Thank You’ for your continued support, you will soon be
receiving a new Membership Rewards Card in the post that will earn
you rewards for each visit to Poole Museum.
This New Year promises to be filled with many interesting, fun and
exciting events, beginning with the opening of our latest exhibition,
‘Calm Before the Storm: The Art of Photographing Lifeboats’. This
exhibition presents a remarkable collection of images from the archive
of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). For generations, the
Beken family in Cowes has photographed maritime activity in the area,
creating a significant visual record of Isle of Wight industry and RNLI
lifeboats.
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‘Calm before the Storm: The Art of Photographing Lifeboats’
celebrates the digitisation of over eight hundred Beken glass plate
negatives. It explores the stories of individual lifeboats and their
volunteer crews, from starting service to saving lives at sea.
The exhibition also features photographs made by Jack Lowe as
part of The Lifeboat Station Project, an ambitious journey to all 238 RNLI
stations in the UK and Ireland photographing the lifeboat crews of
today. Jack’s use of a Victorian process to produce images on glass

Important Dates at a
Glance:
26 January- 22 April:
Calm Before the
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Lifeboats

complements the historical photographs of the Beken collection,
prompting reflection on generations of lifesaving.
In the next Members’ Newsletter we will unveil an all new ‘guest
author’ series, with each edition featuring a different Trustee or Museum
staff member. This month, Trustee Peter Dobson has asked that we
share a recent article from The Oldie magazine in which the author
recalls a peculiar run in with the great Augustus John.

7 June:
Henry Lamb
Fundraising Dinner at
Sandbanks Hotel

(More information to come)
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(Taken from the February 2019 edition of The Oldie, issue 370. Written by Oliver Pritchett. www.theoldie.co.uk)

Stay tuned for updates about our exclusive members only events, including private gallery
tours, tea parties and more! As always, thank you for aiding in our endeavours to support Poole
Museums in displaying and developing its historical collections and buildings and by encouraging the
advancement of public appreciation and education in arts, culture, heritage and science.
Warm Regards,
Christine Spader
Fundraising and Membership Officer
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